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310 Narrative of John Connolly, Loyalist. 

A NARRATIVE OF THE TRANSACTIONS, IM 

PRISONMENT, AND SUFFERINGS OF JOHN 

CONNOLLY, AN A ?ERICAN LOYALIST AND 
LIEUT. COL. IN HIL MAJESTY'S SERVICE. 

There cannot, perhaps, be a more severe task imposed 

upon a person, who has any pretensions to that sense of 

propriety which distinguishes a delicate mind, than to be 

obliged to relate a long story, of which he is himself the 

subject. It has, however, always been held excusable if the 

incidents were extraordinary, and it were necessary to the 

future peace and prosperity of the narrator they should be 

known, provided the tale were told with modesty and truth. 

I hope this gentle indulgence will be kindly extended to 

me, and that the unavoidable egotism that must pervade 
this narrative, will be benevolently overlooked in mercy to 

the misfortunes of one who is at least conscious of having 
acted with good intentions, and from principles which he 

believed were descriptive of a loyal subject, an honest man, 
and a man of honour. 

I was born in America of respectable parents, and re 

ceived as perfect an education as that country could afford. 

In the early part of life I was bred to physic, the practice 
of which it was intended I should pursue ; my natural bent 

of mind, however, determined otherwise. It was my am 

bition to be a soldier ; and this passion was so prevalent 

that, contrary to the wishes of my friends, I went a volun 

teer, while yet a youth, to Martinico, where I endeavoured 

to distinguish myself, as far as inexperience and an unim 

portant station would admit. After the peace of 1762, the 

North American Indians entered into a general confederacy 
to destroy our frontier settlements and demolish the garri 
sons. The British commander in chief was obliged to send 

an army to repel these invaders ; in which, once more a 
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volunteer, I served two campaigns, at my own private ex 

pense ; and, as became me, cheerfully and ambitiously en 

countered the dangers and fatigues of war. Here I had an 

opportunity of observing the great difference between the 

petite guerre of the Indians, and the military system of the 

Europeans, and how essentially necessary it was for a good 
soldier in this service to be master of them both. Ani 

mated by a strong desire to make myself worthy to serve 

my King and country on future occasions, after peace was 

established with the Indians, I explored our newly ac 

quired territory, visited the various tribes of native Ameri 

cans, studied their different manners and customs, under 

took the most toilsome marches with them through the 

extensive wilds of Canada, and depended upon the pre 
carious chace for my subsistence for months successively. 

A perseverance in these preliminary duties of a good sol 

dier taught me to endure hardships, and gave me agility of 

body, and an aptitude to enterprize, very proper to form a 

partizan officer. 

Delighted with the soil and climate, I afterwards fixed 

my residence beyond the Apalachian mountains in West 

Augusta county, and as numbers were daily emigrating 
thither from the middle Colonies, I was active in encour 

aging the new settlers ; these soon acquired property, the 

spirit of industry increased, cultivation and improvements 
were extended, and establishments, scarcely credible, arose 

from the midst of a wilderness, and spread for more than 

one hundred miles down the river Ohio. To be at the head 

of a hew settlement was not the only object I had in view. 

During the preceding war, France had sent her soldiers 

from Canada, and by seizing this country, and erecting 
Fort Du Quesne (now Fort Pitt) had given great disturbance 

to Virginia, and the Middle Colonies in general. This new 

settlement precluded the possibility of renewing the like 

ravages from Louisiana, now the only avenue through 
which we were vulnerable, in case of future hostilities with 

the House of Bourbon. I had been taught from my earliest 

infancy to revere my King and country, and provide against 
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their enemies : I had here an opportunity of performing my 

duty, and I was happy. 
In the infancy of the settlement, the magistrates of Penn 

sylvania usurped a power of jurisdiction that was not only 

illegal but extremely prejudicial to the inhabitants ; to 

preserve which, they proceeded to many very unjustifiable 
acts of violence, and went even so far as to threaten an ap 

peal to the sword. I was the person, who having the most 

power, had the greatest share in procuring a redress of 

these grievances. I was sensible the Charter limits of the 
Province of Pennsylvania could not justify the exercise of 

jurisdiction beyond the Western bounds of that govern 
ment ; and therefore applied to the Governor and Council 
of Virginia, and obtained the necessary authority to pro 
hibit such usurpation, until his Majesty's royal pleasure was 

known. These things are mentioned, not to display my 
own merits or consequences, but because they are necessary 
to the narrative ; for though it was my endeavour, through 
out this transaction, to conduct myself with a dispassionate 
and candid regard to justice only, yet, as it was prejudicial 
to the pecuniary interests of some individuals in Pennsyl 
vania, they became my enemies, among whom, was a Gen 
tleman since advanced to high military rank in the Ameri 
can service. 

In the year 1774, disputes arose between the Indians and 
some inconsiderate people, who, it appeared from every cir 

cumstance, had treated the former in a very harsh and im 

proper manner ; reciprocal injuries took place, and the in 

dustrious and meritorious husbandman, with his innocent 

family, suffered for the injustice committed by his unprinci 

pled countrymen. I was, at that time, invested with the 

command of the militia ; it was, therefore, my peculiar duty 
to avert, if possible, a war that threatened the destruction of 
a flourishing Colony, and every endeavour at pacification 

was employed by me, but unhappily without effect. Depre 
dations continued, and the defenceless inhabitants fled from 

the vengeance of their enraged enemies. However, in obe 

dience to the orders of his excellency Lord Dunmore, I raised 
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a body of men sufficient to cover the frontier, and by a 

chain of small forts repelled the violence of their incursions. 

Hostilities did not end here; other Indian nations joined the 

confederacy, and the war became more important. Two 

small armies were marched into the enemies' country, as the 

sole means of effecting a speedy and permanent reconcilia 

tion. Lord Dunmore, in person, commanded, and a battle, 
the most important that ever happened on a similar occa 

sion, in North America, was fought, in which the Indians 

were totally routed, pursued to their towns, and reduced to 

the necessity of giving hostages for the accomplishment of 

a treaty of peace entered into by them, and which was to 

have been finally ratified the ensuing Spring at Pittsburgh. 
I cannot speak in terms sufficiently expressive of the admi 

ration with which the whole army beheld Lord Dunmore, 

during this expedition. His conduct was exemplary to the 

officer and the soldier: he chearfully encountered every 

hardship, waded through every creek, and marched with 

his men upwards of Four hundred miles on foot. He 

preserved the dignity, by fulfilling the duties of his 
station. 

In the course of the contest, the principal warriors and 

chiefs were made prisoners, and committed to my charge at 

Fort Pitt, where, after the expedition, I had the honour to 

command some Colony troops as Major Commandant. I 

have before spoken of the efforts I had used to qualify my 
self for the profession of arms ; and I had now the satisfac 

tion to meet every honourable testimony of applause for my 
behaviour in the Indian war, both from his excellency Lord 

Dunmore and my fellow-subjects. 

Although Congress had assembled themselves in Septem 
ber 1774, yet as that was about the time I was going into 

the Indian country, my mind was so intent upon the war, I 

paid but little regard to political heats which every loyalist 

imagined would soon subside ; but on my return, the inti 

mations of my friends, and the proceedings of the disaf 

fected, gave me the first unhappy presages of the ensuing 
commotions. These were greatly heightened by the follow 
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ing letter, which I received from General Washington, in 

answer to one I had written to him on Indian affairs. 

Mount-Vernon, Feb. 25,1775. 
Dear Sir, 

Your servant, on his return from Williamsburg, affords 

me occasion to answer your polite letter. I confess the state 

of affairs is sufficiently alarming ; which our critical situa 

ation, with regard to the Indians does not diminish : but as 

you have wrote to Lord Dunmore, relative to the prisoners 
under your charge, there can be no doubt of his Lordship's 

having now transmitted you the necessary directions on that 

subject. I have only to express my most ardent wishes that 

every measure, consistent with reason and sound policy, may 
be adopted to keep those people, at this time, in good 
humour; for another rupture would not only ruin the ex 

ternal, but internal parts of this government. If the jour 
nal of your proceedings in the Indian war is to be published, 
I shall have an opportunity of seeing what I have long 
coveted. With us here, things wear a disagreeable aspect ; 
and the minds of men are exceedingly disturbed at the 

measures of the British government. The King's Speech 
and Address of both Houses, prognosticate nothing favour 

able to us ; but by some subsequent proceedings thereto, as 

well as by private letters from London, there is reason to be 

lieve, the Ministry would willingly change their ground, 
from a conviction the forcible measures will be inadequate 
to the end designed. A little time must now unfold the 

mystery, as matters are drawing to a point. 
I am, dear sir, 

your friend, and most obedient 

humble servant, 
G. Washington. 

Major Connolly, 
Fort Pitt. 

This letter spoke in plain terms the spirit of its dictator, 
and the intelligence I received from all quarters confirmed 

my apprehensions. And here I have the consolation to 
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reflect, that my loyalty to my Prince, and respect for the 

established form of government, were too confirmed to 

admit of the least doubt which party I should espouse ; I 

decided instantly, and resolved to exert every faculty in 

defence of the royal cause ; from which resolution not one 

idea has ever swerved, although my succeeding misfor 

tunes left me only the inclination, while it deprived me of 

the power to execute. At this time, indeed, I had better 

prospects ; for notwithstanding that those illegal assemblies, 
called county committees, had generally pervaded the thir 

teen Provinces, I had influence enough, not only to prevent 

any such assembly in West Augusta county, where I pre 

sided, but likewise to engage a formidable body of friends, 
at the risk of life and fortune, in support of the constitu 

tional authority. 
The battle of Bunker's Hill had now been fought, and 

the flames of rebellion began openly to blaze. I had written 

to Lord Dunmore for instructions respecting my conduct, 

who, I found, would be obliged to quit his government ; and 

received for answer, that he advised me to disband the 

troops, at the time limited by act of assembly, that they 

might have no cause of complaint on that head; that I 

should convene the Indians to a general treaty, restore the 

prisoners, and endeavour to incline them to espouse the 

royal cause. This last proved a most hazardous enterprize, 

though not therefore relinquished ; for the assembly of 

Virginia, having resolved themselves into an unwarrantable 

convention, finding I had invited the contiguous Indian 

tribes to a general congress at Fort Pitt, deputed a commit 

tee of their own body to inspect my conduct. These people 
were ordered to impress upon the minds of the Indians, the 

justice of the hostile proceedings against this country, and 

the necessity of arming as a preliminary to the intended 

requisition of their auxiliary aid in future. This was the 

direct contrary to what it was my duty, if possible, to effect ; 

and, narrowly as I was watched, I had the happiness to 

succeed in this dangerous and critical undertaking. 
This was owing to my superior knowledge of Indian 
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manners and tempers, and the measures I had previously 
taken. I had most assiduously cultivated the friendship, 
and insinuated myself into the favour of my prisoners; 
had convinced them of the advantages that might accrue to 

their nations, by adhering to the British government ; and 

procured their promises to negotiate the business with their 

brethren, which they punctually performed. Thus I se 

cretly frustrated the machinations of the Republicans, while 

I received their thanks, and procured assurances from the 

Indian chiefs to support his Majesty, at all events, as his 

Majesty's most faithful friends and auxilliaries ; as a proof 
of which, I was authorized to transmit a large belt of wam 

pum to Lord Dunmore, from him to be sent to his Majesty, 
as a symbol of their inviolable attachment to his royal per 
son. This public transaction employed a fortnight, at the 

end of which I dismissed the Indians perfectly satisfied and 

informed ; having first added an additional and considerable 

present out of my private fortune, to what had been pub 

licly voted for that purpose. 
The troops lately under my command were now dis 

banded, the demagogues of faction were active, the spirit 
of sedition was every where prevalent, and distrust of each 

other pervaded hearts the most loyal. But as nothing 

great or good could be effected in times like these with 

out risk, I considered only what plan was best at such 

conjuncture ; and having determined, resolved to act with 

vigor, as a temporizing neutrality was neither consistent 

with my principles nor my passions. My design briefly 

was, first to engage as many gentlemen of consequence 
as possible to join with me in defence of government, 
and afterwards to make my way through the country, 
visit Lord Dunmore, who was now driven, for personal 

safety, on board a ship lying at Norfolk, consult with him, 
and take his instructions concerning the most effectual 

mode I and my adherents could pursue to serve his Majesty. 
I began by inviting such of my friends as I could best de 

pend on to an entertainment, where, as public disturbances 

were now the universal topic, little address was necessary 
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to introduce such discourse. Encouraged by an unanimity 
of opinion, each man delivered his sentiments freely; and 

as I found them universally enraged against the arbitrary 

proceedings of the Republican party, I ventured to predict, 
that nothing less than independency, and a total revolution, 

were intended by the leaders of faction, whatever might be 

their pr?tentions. My friends were men warmed with a high 
veneration for his Majesty, and the constitution ; and as the 

conversation operated as I could wish, I found means to 

take some of the most confidential aside, and inform them 

of my plan, of my resolution to execute it at the hazard of 

life and fortune, and of my expectation of their hearty con 

currence and aid. The gentlemen present were most of 

them either officers in the militia, or magistrates of the 

county, consequently were those whose influence and wealth 

could most effectually serve the cause. A solemn compact 
was immediately entered into, stating, that if an accommo 

dation did not take place, and I could procure the necessary 

authority to raise men, they would, at the risk of life and 

property, most willingly engage to restore the constitutional 

authority, as far as any co-operative measure from that 

county could contribute to so salutary a design, after which 

the strictest secrecy was enjoined, and the company separated. 
The circumspection and art necessary to escape to Lord 

Dunmore, occasioned some preparatory delay; and the 

following incident, which will give a lively picture of the 

anarchy of the times, made this delay still greater. Two 

nights before my intended departure, my servant entered 

my room after midnight, to inform me that an express was 

just arrived, with dispatches from Lord Dunmore, and de-# 
sired admittance. I ordered him to be brought in, and im 

mediately a man followed my servant in a travelling dress, 
with a packet in his hand. I drew my curtain, received it, 
and was breaking open the seal, when the villain seized me 

by the throat, presented a pistol at my breast, told me I was 

his prisoner, and, if I offered the least resistance, a dead 

man. I had been so long learning to despise danger, and 

acquire fortitude, that I was not easily to be intimidated. 
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I rightly suspected he had accomplices, so leaping up, I 

drove the fellow back, seized him, and while struggling 

gave the door a kick, and shut it by the spring-lock. I 

called to my servant for my sword or pistols; but to his 

stupefaction, it is probable, I owe my present existence ; for 

though I should have killed my antagonist in self-defence, I 

should have fallen the immediate martyr of revenge. My 
door was quickly burst open by his armed coadjutors, about 

twenty in number; and the contest becoming unequal, I 

was compelled to submit myself their prisoner. I was 

scarcely allowed time to dress, my servants were secured ; I 

was mounted on a horse brought for the purpose, hurried 

away, and obliged to ride all night at the risk of my neck, 
till about ten o'clock in the morning, when I found myself 
at Ligonier, fifty-four miles from Pittsburgh. 

I soon learnt I was in the power of my inveterate enemy, 
the commander of the militia, and principal man of the 

place; who had taken this opportunity of wreaking his 

malice, under pretence of seizing a dangerous person and a 

Tory, an appellation lately revived, and given by the repub 
licans to the loyalists ; and which the common people were 

taught to hold in such abhorrence, that Tory was, in their 

imaginations, synonimous to every thing vile and wicked. 

My only hope, and that a very distant one, was, a rescue by 

my friends ; and as I was informed, that I was suspected of 

an intention to raise a body of men to act against the liber 

ties of America, to answer which accusation I must imme 

diately be sent to Congress, I found I could only escape, by 

gaining time, and protracting a journey so destructive to all 

my future designs. The agitation of mind unavoidable in 

such times, and under such circumstances, with the fatigue 
of such a jaunt, had brought on a slight indisposition, which 

I purposely magnified, and prevailed on the gentleman in 

whose custody I was, to suffer me to go to bed ; where by 

continuing the same pretence, I remained all day, and when 

night came was indulged with a farther respite till the next 

morning. My wish was, that my friends, who had the cause 

of royalty as well as friendship at heart, would gain the 
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passes of the Lawrel-hill [Laurel-Hills] or Allegheny 

mountains, and there effect my rescue. 

In the morning, when we had breakfasted, the guard had 

mounted, and I reluctantly on the point of setting out for 

Philadelphia, a man on horseback arrived at Ligonier from 

the mountains, who had apparently rode very hard. He 

was stopped by the Captain of the guard, and I soon per 

ceived, by their whispers and change of countenance, he 

brought intelligence they did not like ; and almost at the 

same instant, another person was seen coming, with the 

greatest expedition, in the contrary direction from Pitts 

burgh, whom I soon knew to be one of my neighbours, 

though not perfectly satisfied at that time of his loyalty. To 

me these were favourable omens, and my conjectures were 

quickly confirmed, by the arrival of the Gentleman who 

planned and directed this expedition, and who now saluted 

me very civilly, entered into conversation, spoke of the dis 

agreeable prospect of civil war, and the unjustifiable at 

tempts of the British legislature ; which supposition I re 

pelled, as far as the delicacy of my situation would permit. 

Happening to pass through the kitchen of the public 
house where we were, one of the maids followed me out, 
and informed me, that a considerable body of my friends 

were waiting at the Lawrel-hill, who had vowed to put 

every man to the sword whom they should find guarding 
me, and afterwards to burn down the house of the princi 

pal, in revenge for such a lawless outrage. This intelligence 

perfectly explained appearances, and gave me boldness, so 

that when I re-entered, I presently came to an ?claircissement 

with my enemy. I observed to him, that his conduct seemed 

to precipitate the horrors of civil dissention, and that his 

having recourse to an armed force to remove me out of my 
own country, in so hostile and suspicious a manner, could not 

fail to awaken the resentment of my friends, who, undoubt 

edly, on such a pressing occasion, would have recourse to 

force also, and repel violence by violence : I added, that it was 

mutually our duty to suppress, not encourage such proceed 

ings, for they were indubitably big with the most dreadful 
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calamities. The conclusion was, I was permitted to return 

home, and very gladly took my leave. I had not yet, how 

ever, passed the boundaries of danger.? 
I had not proceeded far on my return, before I met one of 

my servants with a led horse, and a portmanteau of cloaths 

for my use, in case I had been taken to Philadelphia. He 

informed me of several persons he had seen assembled at 

Hannah's Town, whose political characters were the reverse 

of mine, and that he suspected they intended me some in 

jury; and accordingly we presently saw three persons ap 

proach, whom I knew to be Magistrates of Pennsylvania, 
and whom I had some time before been under the necessity 
of arresting and holding to bail, because they would persist 
to execute their magisterial functions beyond the limits of 

their own province and county, (as related in the beginning 
of this narrative), very much to the prejudice of his Majesty's 

subjects in the colony of Virginia. These Gentlemen, who 
were accompanied by the Sheriff, after a hasty salute, ar 

rested me on a writ of twenty thousand pounds damages, 
for having confined their persons. They proposed returning 
to Ligonier with me ; to this I objected, alledging, that the 

action was of so strange a nature, I would not give bail, but 

insisted on being taken to the county gaol, which was near 

my own home and friends. 

My partizans having heard of my release at Ligonier, 
and not suspecting any farther attempts, were satisfied and 

dispersed, and remained quiet two or three days ; but when 

they heard I was again detained at Hannah's Town, under a 

fresh pretext, they were greatly enraged, and were only 

prevented from proceeding to extremities, by the prudence 
of a few individuals. A letter was, however, immediately 
sent from the senior Magistrate of the county, over which 

I had the honor to preside, to the committee of Westmore 

land county, written in a firm but proper tone, demanding 

my release. This had instantly the desired effect, and I 

was at length allowed to return to Pittsburg, where I was 

met by a great number of my adherents, armed, and im 

patiently waiting the issue. My gratitude and feelings at 
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the firmness of their attachment were powerful, and after 

returning them my thanks in the most expressive manner I 

could, they again dispersed. 
I have not related these incidents, because they are not 

only descriptive of the factious spirit that prevailed, and 

how plausibly private pique could assume the appearance 
of public spirit, but tend likewise to show, that formidable 

as the republican party was, the loyalists were not less so ; 
and that had it not been for the after impediment, of a 

long and rigorous imprisonment, I should undoubtedly have 

had the power, by collecting, encouraging, and heading 
my friends, to have served my king and country most essen 

tially. 
Once more at liberty, I had now to pursue my plan of 

visiting Lord Dunmore ; but the distance I had to travel, 
and the lawless and suspicious temper of the times, made 

this no easy matter. The treaty which I had concluded 

with the Indians, gave me ostensible business to the Com 

mittee at Winchester ; and the better to hide my intentions, 
I prevailed with three of the Indian Chiefs to accompany 

me thither, carrying with me a copy of the treaty, calculated 

for the inspection of the President and Convention assem 

bled at Richmond. I travelled about one hundred and 

eighty miles from Fort Pitt, till I came to the warm springs 
in Frederick county, without any remarkable occurrence. 

Here I met a great concourse of Gentlemen from the differ 

ent governments, who delivered sentiments very opposite 
to mine; but though I had the caution not to contradict, 

notwithstanding that I heard the grossest falsehoods indus 

triously propagated, yet my silence was construed into dis 

sension, and I was given to understand, I was a suspected 
person, and that it had been proposed to form a committee 
to enquire into my conduct and intentions. Though his 

arbitrary examination was dropped, I learnt, that several 
Gentlemen had written to the Committee at Winchester, 

describing me as a suspicious and dangerous character. I 

determined, however, to proceed; and concluded, that if 

I could escape, with plausibility, this one more difficulty, 
Vol, xii.?21 
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I might obtain some certificate of the satisfaction my con 

duct had given this newly erected tribunal, which might 
serve as a passport through the remainder of my journey. 

The day after I arrived, the expected scrutiny took place, 
and I found not only the letters written from the suspicious 
valetudinarians of the warm springs, but one come express 
from the clerk of the county where I myself presided, re 

plete with assurances to the committee, of my dangerous 
and Tory principles ; and expressive of a conviction, that I 

intended to join Lord Dunmore, and meditated every op 

position to the laudable purposes then adopted for the sup 

pression of tyranny. To men enflamed with enthusiastic 

ideas of infringed rights, this was a charge most criminal : 

I endeavoured to avert and soften it, by declaring, first, in 

general terms, that though my reverence for the King and 

Constitution might, at some moments, possibly have be 

trayed me into expressions reflecting on certain proceedings, 
which I could not help dreading, might plunge our unhappy 

country into all the horrors of a civil war, yet I had ever 

exerted myself to the utmost extent of my abilities for the 

public good, in all affairs which I had been deemed worthy 
to transact : that I flattered myself, the treaty and proceed 

ings with the Indians, now open for their inspection, would 

vouch for my assertions : that with respect to letters and 

suspicions, they were no proofs ; and that the letter most 

positive in accusation, came from a person not instigated by 
a love of justice and his country, but by motives far less 

praiseworthy, of which I gave them satisfactory and notori 
ous 

proofs. 

And now an incident happened, that turned the scale en 

tirely in my favour, for just as the Clerk of the Committee 

had finished reading the Indian treaty, an express arrived 

with dispatches from the President of the Convention, held 

at Richmond, containing not only entire approbation of my 

conduct, in the beforementioned Indian treaty, of which 

the Commissioners, sent to inspect and assist, had given an 

account, but likewise a polite and complimentary letter from 

the President to me, expressing a desire to see me along 
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with the Indian Chiefs. This produced everything I could 

wish. The Clerk was ordered to give me a copy of a re 

solve, signifying their entire satisfaction, at my good and 

able conduct, and their belief, of my having acted hereto 

fore, in a manner conducive to the liberties of America. 

It was not my purpose, however, to visit the convention, 
but Lord Dunmore : the next day, therefore, I informed the 

Indians, I must now part with them, as my business re 

quired I should take a different route; advised them to 

meet the Convention at Richmond ; brought to their recol 

lection, the duty I had so often inculcated, and took my 
leave ; but not without regret at parting with men, who, 

though unpolished and barbarous, had great integrity ot 

heart, and an inviolable friendship. 
So full was the country become of Committees, new 

raised militia, petty officers, and other persons officially busy, 
in hopes of being distinguished, that the utmost circum 

spection was continually necessary. When I came to Fred 

ericksburg, I dined with an old friend, in better days Doc 

tor, afterwards General Mercer, and killed at Prince Town, 
in an action with the seventeenth regiment, and because I 

was silent, when inflammatory and unconstitutional toasts 

and sentiments were drank, the next day, when I again set 

off on my journey, I found they had placed a spy upon me, 
under the appearance of an accidental traveller on the road 

to Richmond. 

Him, however, I had the address to shake off. When I 
came near Williamsburg, I contrived so as to pass through 
the town in the night. I saw several officers and soldiers, 
and was hailed by the centinels, but answering, 

" a friend," 

they supposed me a country Gentleman, and suffered me to 

pass. Though the rains had been, and were exceedingly 
heavy, attended with violent thunder and lightning, I did 
not stop till I came to York-Town, which was towards 

midnight, and there, thoroughly drenched, and excessively 

fatigued, I went to bed. Being near the end of my journey, 
on the morning I set forward, through still unremitting rain, 

which, though very disagreeable, was a very convenient cir 
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cumstance, for the militia and inhabitants were obliged to 

keep in their houses, and I passed through Hampton safe 

and unobserved. I here procured a boat, and by a little 

finesse with the waterman, got on board the ship where 

Lord Dunmore usually remained. His Lordship was gone 
on shore to Gosport, whither I instantly followed, and im 

mediately obtained the ardently wished-for-pleasure of an 

interview. 

Those only who have seen such times, and been in 

similar situations ; who have felt the like passionate desire 

to distinguish themselves in the service of their King and 

country, and the like apprehensions of being prevented, 
those only can conceive the satisfaction I experienced at 

this moment. I had been twice a prisoner, twice rescued ; 
had passed the Apalachian Mountains, and come upwards 
of four hundred and fifty miles, through a country where 

every eye seemed intuitively suspicious; had formed a 

party in favour of the cause I had espoused ; and my heart 

swelled with the hopes of doing something eminently con 

spicuous: I had happily joined a Nobleman, whose loyal 
sentiments corresponded with my own, and who made it an 

invariable rule never to suffer those who preferred their al 

legiance to the vain applause of a giddy multitude, to pass 

undistinguished. Thus far success attended my efforts, 
and I was happy : the reverse of the medal must presently 

appear. 

(To be continued.) 
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